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Storie di biblioteche, di libri e di lettori. By Giorgio Montecchi. (Studi e ricerche di 
storia dell’editoria, 72.) Milan: Franco Angeli. 2018. 282 pp. €32. ISBN  978 88 917 6807 0. 

Collection of two university hand-outs and twelve articles, published from 1989 to 
2014, brought together to form a monograph on the history of libraries in Italy from 
the Middle Ages up to the years following the Second World War, with a particular 
attention for the small town of San Benedetto Polirone, which has an abbey formerly 
with a famous library, and from Bologna and Modena. Though the practice of 
bringing earlier work together in this way is widespread and perfectly acceptable, it 
is to be wished that the older material had been brought up to date. Just to give an 
example, the earliest previously published article in the volume (no. 3) discusses, 
among other things, the De cardinalatu by Paolo Cortesi published ‘in castro 
Cortesiano’ in 1510, and it is claimed that this treatise has received little critical 
attention; in 1989, maybe, but since then it has been pointed out that ‘castro 
Cortesiano’ is not a place but an address, i.e. the home of the Cortesi family, in the 
territory of San Gimignano, where the catalogue of the city library dedicated an essay 
to the printing of the book (see The Library, VII, 10 (2009), 417–21). The same 
correction appears in the entry for this book in the Edit16. 

Tipografia e editoria nell’Italia meridionale. Gli studi sull’Abruzzo (1992–2014). By 
Giorgio Palmieri; introduction by Giorgio Chiosso; ed. by and with an introduction by 
Massimo Gatta. Macerata: Biblohaus. 2016. 166 pp. €15. ISBN  978 88 95844 74 9. 

A collection of articles on the history of printing and publishing in a forgotten corner 
of Italy. 

MANUTIANA 

L’inventore dei libri. Aldo Manuzio, Venezia e il suo tempo. By Alessandro Marzo 
Magno. Bari and Rome: Editori Laterza. 2020. ix + 207 pp. €20. ISBN  978 88 581 4160 1. 

Manutiana have been making their presence felt of late and output continues 
unabated with this robust and attractively produced volume, by a well-known 
cultural journalist, which provides a very readable ‘popular’ account of Aldus and 
his purpose. 

Le terze rime di Dante: lo’nferno e’l pvrgatorio e’l paradiso di Dante Alaghieri. With an 
introduction by Edoardo Barbieri. Florence: Olschki. 2021. xxxii + [488] pp. €50. ISBN  
978 88 222 6783 2. 

The volume of Dante published by Aldus in August 1502 continued the revolution of 
the octavo format and the italic type initiated by the Virgil in April 1501; as with 
Petrarch’s Cose volgari in July 1501, the editor, Paduan aristocrat Pietro Bembo, 
dispensed with the traditional title of Divina commedia (the adjective had been 
added by Boccaccio) in favour of a statement about the rhyme scheme, while the 
spelling ‘Alaghieri’ appears on the verso of the titlepage. The edition was the first of 
the italic series to include the mark of a dolphin twined around an anchor, albeit not 
in all the copies, suggesting that sheets were passed through the press a second time; 
in his 1834 Annales Renouard claimed that this was the first Aldine in absolute to 
include the symbol, but this has long been disproved (see Gutenberg Jahrbuch, 2020, 
for a full account). The introduction by Edoardo Barbieri, which accompanies this 
beautifully produced reprint of the copy at the Biblioteca Classense in Ravenna, 
issued for the sexcentenary of Dante’s death, usefully sets the edition in its original 
context and provides appropriate bibliographical information. All libraries with an 
Aldine collection will want this volume, even if they have a copy of the original. 

Florence                                                                                                          NEIL HARRIS
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