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L’editoria popolare in Italia tra XVI e XVII secolo. Testi, collezioni, mestieri. Atti delle 
giornate di studio, Università degli Studi Roma Tre-Fondazione Marco Besso, Roma, 13–
14 dicembre 2017. Ed. by Gabriele Bucchi, Paola Cosentino, and Giuseppe Crimi. 
(Cinquecento. Testi e studi di letteratura italiana. Studi, 58.) Manziana: Vecchiarelli 
editore. 2019. 362 pp., 16 ill. €40. ISBN  978 88 8247 424 9. 

A set of conference acts, in which literature scholars analyse the ups and downs of 
some popular works, librarians describe some of the physical volumes, mostly 
miscellanies, of which they are custodians in collections such as the Corsiniana and 
the Vatican, and book historians look at the output of particular centres or printers. 
One item steps slightly outside the main scheme and glances at the holdings at the 
British Library. This material is the Italian equivalent of chapbooks, i.e. street-
literature, usually formed of a single sheet or half-sheet folded in a small format, 
containing mostly anonymous texts; only in rare instances are they signed by their 
publishers and therefore they are extremely difficult to place in time and space. There 
is no doubt that in major centres such as Venice this stuff was churned out by a few 
specialist shops; what is interesting is that printers in minor centres, who were not 
able to compete with the Serenissima in producing substantial, up-market books, 
also got in on the act. In most cases these titles survive in miscellanies, or can be 
shown to have once been bound in a miscellany; the other uncomfortable fact is that, 
when they are extant, in well over ninety per cent of instances the copy is the only 
one that can be traced. The proportion of editions that have been wholly lost 
therefore is a frightening one. Despite some impressive individual contributions, the 
overall feeling is that in this volume the three separate approaches do not marry well 
and this is perhaps disappointing. Includes essays by Ebe Antetomaso, Gabriele 
Bucchi, Laura Carnelos, Paola Cosentino, Alessio Decaria, Luca Degl’Innocenti, 
Luca D’Onghia, Roberto Galbiati, Carlo Alberto Girotto, Laura Lalli, Matteo 
Largaiolli, Francesco Lucioli, Giancarlo Petrella, and Giovanna Sapori. 

Imago librorum. Mille anni di forme del libro in Europa. Atti del convegno di Rovereto-
Trento, 24–26 maggio 2017. Ed. by Edoardo Barbieri; introduction by Frédéric 
Barbier. (Biblioteca di bibliografia, 215.) Florence: Olschki. 2021. xxxiv + 523 pp., ill. 
€60. ISBN  978 88 222 6773 3. 

Publishes the acts of a conference dealing with the history of the shape of books from 
medieval manuscripts through to e-books, and therefore with much to say about the 
changes brought by technologies and reader expectations. As ever with such tomes, 
there are too many cultures, countries, and centuries to be able to summarize with 
any degree of comfort, but it is all good stuff, with seventeen items in Italian and four 
in English. Includes papers by Frédéric Barbier, Edoardo Barbieri, Saverio 
Campanini, Attilio Castillo Gómez, Gianfranco Crupi, Lorena Dal Poz, Duccio 
Doghera, Giuseppe Frasso, Donatella Frioli, Paul F. Gehl, David McKitterick, 
Marilena Maniaci, Marco Palma, Marco Rainini, Ursula Rautenberg, Gino 
Roncaglia, Cecilia Sideri, Don C. Skemer, Ursula Stampfer, Martina Urbaniak, and 
Giovanna Zaganelli. 

Incunaboli a Cesena. By Paola Errani and Marco Palma. (Incunaboli, 3.) Rome: Viella. 
2020. 542 pp. €80. ISBN  978 88 3313 474 1. 

Lists the incunabula held at various libraries in Cesena, which of course includes a 
few items kept inside the famous Malatestiana library, once part of the Franciscan 
monastery, now the Biblioteca Comunale. The list includes 338 items, quite a few of 
them not recorded at all or imperfectly recorded in the Italian IGI and consequently 
in the ISTC (a helpful summary of corrections is provided at pp. 513–15). As happens 
in previous catalogues of incunabula conducted under the supervision of Marco 
Palma, formerly professor of palaeography at the University of Cassino (see The 
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