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at Christie’s in Rome, and is now in a private collection in Italy. Its contents include 
a final allegorical section relating to Francesco himself and show the extent to which 
such books could be personalized. 

«Ne’ miei dolci studi m’acqueto». La collezione di storia della scienza Carlo Viganò. By 
Giancarlo Petrella. (Piccola biblioteca umanistica, 3.) Florence: Olschki. 2020. xix + 
96 pp. €20. ISBN  978 88 222 6707 8. 

Carlo Viganò (1904–1974) was a professional engineer and collector of books in the 
history of science, who donated his collection to the Brescia faculty of the Catholic 
University of the Sacred Heart, which has its main base in Milan. At the time such 
books had not reached the astronomical prices they command today and, without 
spending huge sums, Viganò had assembled a very respectable collection, which was 
described in a catalogue by Pierluigi Pizzamiglio in 1979. The present work, building 
also on the correspondence of Viganò with other scholars, looks at the books in the 
collection and the personality of their owner. 

Nella repubblica del libro. Bibliomani celebri, librai d’altri tempi, spigolature e curiosità 
bibliografiche. By Francesco Lumachi; ed. by Antonio Castronuovo. Bologna: 
Pendragon. 2019. 152 pp. €14. ISBN  978 88 3364 105 8. 

Republishes a volume of anecdotes about collectors, booksellers, and other 
curiosities written and published in 1907 by the Florentine bookseller and publisher, 
Francesco Lumachi (1869–1943). The brief introduction has little to say about the 
author, since not much has been known about him up to now, including his dates of 
birth and death; in the interim, however, an excellent biographical article has been 
published in an online journal by Giovanna Grifoni (see Bibliothecae.it, 10,  
2021). 

Quella strana pubblicità. L’album dei “santini” e altre pubblicità editoriali di Leo 
Longanesi. By Mauro Chiabrando-Alberto Ravaglioli; preface by Luigi 
Mascheroni, with a note by Massimo Gatta. Macerata: Biblohaus. 2017. 264 pp. €15. 
ISBN  978 88 95844 73 2. 

In Italian santini are small pieces of paper with printed images of saints, which 
circulated widely from the eighteenth century onwards and sometimes are to be 
found as bookmarks in old volumes. In the post-war years the publisher Leo 
Longanesi (1905–1957) cleverly adapted this practice in order to publicize the titles 
in his catalogue, writing short texts with his own witticisms and illustrating them 
with his own drawings. These inevitably rare items are consequently sought after by 
collectors. The present catalogue, first published in 2003, is here reissued in an 
updated form. 

La raccolta Monducci di libri rari e di pregio. Catalogo. Ed. by Maurizio Festanti. 
Reggio Emilia: Comune di Reggio Emilia, Biblioteca Panizzi-Fondazione Manodori. 
2020. 78 pp. Available from the library on request, and online at 
www.bibliotecapanizzi.it. 

Elio Monducci (1921–2012) was one of the many local erudites, archive diggers, and 
book collectors, who flourish in small Italian cities. In the course of his life he built 
up a small but significant collection of books published in Reggio Emilia and 
Scandiano, including four incunabula, as well as early editions of local poets 
Boiardo, Ariosto, and Tassoni. Before his death, he arranged for his books to be pur -
chased by the local Fondazione Manodori and deposited at the Biblioteca Panizzi, 
where they represent a valuable increment to the already important holdings in these 
areas. 

Recent Books522

09 The Library, December 2023 Recent Books.qxp_Layout 1  02/11/2023  11:18  Page 522


