
Recent Books 
Neil Harris

The Library: The Transactions of the Bibliographical Society, Volume
24, Number 4, December 2023, pp. 515-523 (Article)

Published by Oxford University Press

For additional information about this article
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/913788

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/913788


inflation that raged in Italy in the late 1970s, it is difficult to relate them to the cost 
of living). He had a particular fondness for the De imitatione Christi, generally 
attributed to Thomas à Kempis, though here catalogued under its title, and this is the 
largest group of non-Italian editions. The catalogue is lovingly executed and, unlike 
Rhodes, fully up-to-date in terms of its references to online resources such as ISTC 
and Edit16, while the descriptions of the individual incunabula have also been input 
into MEI. 

Il codice Vicenza, Biblioteca Civica Bertoliana, ms. 1475. ‘Catalogo di tutte le edizioni di 
autori che hanno trattato sopra il Giuoco degli Scacchi’. Edizione critica e commento di 
una bibliografia manoscritta inedita sul gioco degli scacchi, e analisi del patrimonio 
librario scacchistico custodito presso la Biblioteca Civica Bertoliana di Vicenza. By Diego 
D’Elia. Bassano del Grappa: Attilio Fraccaro editore. 2020. 690 pp. €40. ISBN  978 
8896136 76 8. 

A substantial title and an even more substantial tome, dealing with the collection of 
chess books in the library at Vicenza. Following an introduction which surveys the 
history of the published literature on chess, the author transcribes a nineteenth-
century catalogue, compiled by the librarians of the time. What remains unexplained 
is how and when the library acquired these books, which include several rare items 
and which must have been assembled by an unknown collector. Decidedly a book for 
aficionados, but it also puts the Bertoliana on the map of the world’s chess libraries. 

Che cos’è la bibliologia? By Andrea De Pasquale. (Bussole, 574.) Rome: Carocci editore. 
2018. 143 pp. €12. ISBN  978 88 430 9088 4. 

In Italian ‘bibliology’ can be taken as history of the book in an antiquated, erudite 
sense, or, more recently, as the equivalent of analytical or material bibliography, i.e. 
the study of the printed book, preferably in multiple copies, as a physical object, in 
order to determine the history of its making. The present work starts with a 
disquisition on the history of the term, wanders off into a history of what an edition 
is, follows it with the treatment of individual copies, discusses the relationship with 
book cataloguing, and ends up expounding a descriptive scheme based on the ISBD 
norms. Though the objective seems to be to tick as many boxes as possible, the space 
is hardly sufficient for so ambitious an operation and the reader ends up puzzled 
rather than informed. 

Il commercio librario a Bologna tra XV e XVI secolo. By Rita De Tata; introduction by 
Angela Nuovo. (Storia dell’editoria. Open access, 3.) Milan: Franco Angeli. 2021. 290 
pp. €18 in print, or freely available as PDF at series.francoangeli.it. ISBN  978 88 351 1605 
9. 

This is a substantial and highly impressive piece of research on the history of the 
book trade in Bologna from the advent of printing up to the end of the seventeenth 
century. As today, the city was dominated by its university, founded in 1088; the 
other important event, in 1512, was the passage from being ruled by the Bentivoglio 
family to control by the Pope, again with significant and probably positive 
consequences for the university. Printing was introduced in 1471, and to some extent 
flourished in a strict symbiosis with the request for set texts; otherwise the book-
trade was dominated by Venetian imports, in particular the Giunta firm, and what 
the archive materials here described reveal is the extent and importance of this 
commerce. 

D’Annunzio e l’edizione 1911 della Commedia. By Laura Melosi. (Biblioteca di 
bibliografia, 211.) Florence: Olschki. 2019. viii + 107 pp. €20. ISBN  978 88 222 6674 3. 

Still primarily an antiquarian bookseller at the top end of the market rather than a 
publisher, Leo Samuel Olschki chose to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the 
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unification of Italy in 1911 with the publication of a monumental edition of Dante: 
300 copies on hand-made paper from Fabriano, with a watermark showing the 
portrait of the poet, and six on parchment. According to the binding, the paper 
copies sold at 500 lire or 250 lire, while the parchment copies were priced at 3,000 
lire: the surprising thing is that, despite these prices, the edition sold well (including, 
as is shown by an early list in the Olschki records reproduced here, British purchasers 
such as the British Museum, Glasgow University Library and the Rylands), allowing 
the publisher, who also made gifts of numerous copies for promotional purposes, to 
break even and perhaps even make a profit. What made the episode interesting was 
the involvement of the celebrity poet, womanizer, and vate, Gabriele D’Annunzio 
(1863–1938), who at the time, due to his extravagant lifestyle and accumulated debts, 
was in voluntary exile in France. Olschki requested and paid for an introduction to 
the volume; D’Annunzio promised and did not deliver, until the very last moment 
and serious threats to publish without him. Based on documentation in the Olschki 
archive and in the D’Annunzio villa at Gardone Riviera, the present volume 
reconstructs the series of events in lavish detail, and in particular corrects the 
extremely unreliable account provided shortly after D’Annunzio’s death by his 
secretary and long-time helpmeet, Tom Antongini. One patriotic curiosity is that a 
copy was presented to the battleship Dante Alighieri, launched in 1910 and broken 
up in 1928: it would be interesting to know where that particular item has ended up, 
presumably not at the bottom of the sea. 

Dizionario dei tipografi e degli editori italiani. Il Cinquecento, vol. II: G. Ed. by Marco 
Menato. Trieste: Libreria Antiquaria Drogheria 28. 2020. 215 pp. €70. ISBN  978 88 96925 
41 6. 

Some books seem destined to have an awkward history. The first volume of this 
work, comprising the entries for A to F, was published in Milan in 1997 by the 
Editrice Bibliografica; as well as Marco Menato, it was edited also by Ennio Sandal 
and Giuseppina Zappella, whose names are mentioned here on the title-page, but 
who in active terms seem to have dropped off the radar. It was reviewed in this 
journal by Brian Richardson, together with the French Répertoire 
d’imprimeurs/libraires (see The Library, VI, 21 (1999), 79–81; I myself wrote about it 
quite lengthily in The Book Collector, 48 (1999), 304–8). At the time the editors were 
optimistic that another couple of volumes and another couple of years would see the 
whole project done and dusted; well, it didn’t happen that way, though exactly why 
is not clear. Left more or less on his own, Menato has stuck to his guns and got the 
present instalment into print for the letter G, which of course means big firms such 
as Giolito and Giunta; Aldus’s punchcutter, Francesco Griffo, also gets a long entry 
on the basis of his activity as a printer/publisher in Bologna in 1516–17. Over the 
course of the last quarter of a century things have greatly changed and we know 
much more about sixteenth-century Italian printing, mostly due to the availability 
online from March 2000 of the Edit16 project. There is also the fact that the 
wonderful Dizionario biografico degli italiani, albeit with its own ups and downs, 
has been completed (1960–2000, 100 volumes) and has consistently dedicated entries 
to sometimes obscure figures of publishers and printers. And in the interim 
Wikipedia has appeared and has an increasing amount to say, in a variety of 
languages, about the doings of the same. Nevertheless, it is useful to have all the 
information in one place, while the most valuable entries are the ones dedicated to 
obscure, little-known figures. Libraries who purchased the first instalment should 
feel duty bound to acquire this continuation, though whether they should be 
optimistic about the work ever being completed is another matter. The first volume 
was a robust tome, solidly bound; the present one is the same height, but much 
thinner and bound as a paperback, providing something of a mismatch. The price 
also seems a bit steep for a not overly substantial item. 
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