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L’umiltà e le rose. Storia di una compagnia femminile a Torino tra età moderna e con-

temporanea. Edited by Anna Cantaluppi and Blythe Alice Raviola. (Florence: 
Casa Editrice Leo S. Olschki. 2017. Pp. xxii, 401. €49,00 paperback. ISBN 
978-8822-265043.) 

 
       A rich and carefully made volume, L’umiltà e le rose is dedicated to the Com-
pagnia femminile dell’Umiltà of Turin, founded around the 1570s, active till 1934. 
The miscellany collects twelve essays organized in four parts. The research on that 
important female organisation of charity has been made possible thanks to the 
Fondazione 1563 (Fondazione dell’Istituto bancario San Paolo di Torino per la 
cultura, la scienza e l’arte), and thanks to the work of N. Calapà, for the construc-
tion of the data base that records the 1,700 women active in the Company from 
1590 to 1901. These research papers put value on the rich archival sources of the 
Umiliate, found in the Archivio di stato and in the Archivio Arcivescovile of Turin. 
The volume starts with the list of abbreviations and a short introduction written by 
the editors, and it is concluded by a final appendix with edition of two documents 
(Relazione di un anonimo gesuita […] on the procession held in Turin in 1621 and 
Avisi per il padre for the spiritual direction of the Umiliate, written in 1667); 
together with the XLVIII tables of images connected with Saint Elizabeth and the 
Umiliate; the English abstract of the twelve essays; a brief presentation of the eight-
een authors, the list of images outside the text; the index of illustrations in the text; 
the index of the names. This book is the result of the most recent research on the 
Company and also the first step for future deeper works. 
 
        In the introduction, the editors explain the concrete occasion and main aims of 
the book, and its place within the historiographical debate on female confraternities 
in modern ages. The first part, with the contribution of A. Cantaluppi e B. A. Ravi-
ola together with P. Gentile, puts lights on the relationship between the female 
Company and the male Compagnia San Paolo and its ties with the Court of Savoy. 
The Umiliate was the female counterpart of the Compagnia di San Paolo, with a 
more aristocratic profile, but also a smaller financial importance. Both Companies 
received and gave support to the Jesuits in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 
At the very first beginning, the Umiliate had connection with heterodox circles, but 
from the end of the sixteenth century, the associations turned toward the much more 
orthodox Marian spirituality promoted by the infanta Catalina Micaela. During the 
eighteenth century the link with Savoy weakened, and Restoration did not help the 
Company to react against decline, which advanced progressively.  
 
       In the second part of the volume, economy, social network, and assistance are 
put on trial, with the two essays: the first written by E. C. Colombo and G. Uberti 
and the second by M. Martiano, B. Zucca, and D. Tabor. The financial behavior 
and management of the Umiliate let us understand the different aims of charity: 
from the beginning to the golden age and then during the economic decline, the 
charity was financed in more or less structured ways, by small gifts, or by richer 
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bequests for distribution to the poor, celebration of Mass, and during the Ancien 

Régime also dowries for young women. A symmetric image emerges from the study 
of the social profile of the members, their social connections, and by the social pro-
file of the girls chosen to receive a dowry (seventeenth to twentieth centuries), 
above all from the middle and lower classes. The third part highlights religiosity 
and devotions in the Company. M. Giuliani presents the origins of the Company 
in Turin in the connection with the Jesuits, the Court, and the other female organ-
izations of charity founded in Turin at the end of the sixteenth century. The evo-
lution of the politics of devotion to Saint Elizabeth of Hungary and veneration of 
the Virgin Mary are the two main Umiliate’s devotions aspects clarified by P. 
Cozzo. The fourth section is dedicated to art, iconography, and literature related to 
the Company and its patron saint, Elizabeth of Hungary: R. Bellini and M. Zef-
ferino reconstruct the history of the ways in which the patron saint of the Third 
Order of Franciscans has been represented over four centuries. G. Ciamportone 
shows the different seasons of the chapel of Umiliate (on the left in the Jesuit 
church of Santi Martiri in Turin) and the decorative program from the sixteenth to 
the seventeenth century, centered on the representation of the Immaculate Virgin 
and her mortal life. C. M. Carpentieri analyzes the development of the literary and 
hagiographic portrait of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary between the thirteenth and 
sixteenth centuries, when the model of that saint became a perfect equilibrium 
between active engagement and spiritual attitude. S. Santacroce and L. Giachino 
present the main works inspired by the life of Saint Elizabeth; L. Bianco focuses 
on two homiletic texts written in 1633–34 by Emanuele Tesauro; S. Tagliaferri is 
able to show how Saint Elizabeth, a queen who gave up her privileges in order to 
become the humblest of the humble, was the passive protagonist of the self-legiti-
mation process of the ruling class and, in the same time, a symbol of belief for the 
working class too. 
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Fürstliche Prachtentfaltung in Abwesenheit des Herrschers. Bedeutung von Schloss und 

Hofstaat im Fürstbistum Osnabrück zur Regierungszeit Friedrichs von York 

(1764–1802). By Heinrich Schepers. [Westfalen in der Vormoderne: Studien 
zur mittelalterlichen und frühneuzeitlichen Landesgeschichte, Vol. 30.] 
(Münster: Aschendorff Verlag. 2018. Pp. 348. €51,00 paperback. ISBN 978-
3-402-15075-7.) 

 
       The Peace of Westphalia not only ensured the consolidation of the state order, 
but also proved to be strong and sustainable for the future, strengthening the reli-
gious-political principles of state sovereignty and territorial integrity in early-
modern Europe. In this context, the prince-bishopric of Osnabrück in northwest 
Germany has played a remarkable role, also apart from the fact that it was the cap-
ital and seat of residence and became one of the two venues (besides Münster) for 
this peacemaking negotiation process in 1648. Since the Reformation era and in 
the long eighteenth century, the population of Osnabrück consisted of Catholics 
and Lutherans and was, already for that reason alone, a bi-denominational prince-
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