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Bina agarwal

Beyond Family Farming: 
Gendering the Collective

In 2016 the United Nations 
launched the Sustainable 
Development Goals as a “uni-
versal call to action, to end 
poverty, protect the planet, 
and ensure that all people 
enjoy peace and prosperity.” 
Among the key elements of 
these Goals are food security, 
sustainable livelihoods, and 
social inclusion. However, 
little attention has been paid 
to the institutions needed to deliver these 
Goals. In the tenth Annual Balzan Lecture, 
Bina Agarwal, 2017 Balzan Prizewin-
ner for Gender Studies, argues that the 

institutional transformation 
of agriculture is essential for 
increasing farm productivity, 
improving farmer welfare, and 
enhancing gender equality. In 
particular, she draws attention 
to the need for a model of far-
ming that transcends the small 
family farms that dominate 
agriculture globally. Agarwal 
has been researching this is-
sue for several years, and her 

Balzan Prize is funding a research project 
that further extends this work. The tenth 
Annual Balzan Lecture presents some 
aspects of these findings. 

Bina Agarwal is Professor of Development Economics and Environment at the Global 
Development Institute, University of Manchester.  The many distinguished teaching and rese-
arch positions she has held include Harvard, Princeton, and the New York University School 
of Law. She has been President of the International Society for Ecological Economics, Vice 
President of the International Economic Association, President of the International Associa-
tion for Feminist Economics, and she has served as board member of the Global Development 
Network, the United Nations Committee for Development Policy (New York) and the United 
Nations Research Institute for Social Development (Geneva). She is currently a member of the 
International Panel of Experts on Sustainable Food Systems (IPES-Food), and on the editorial 
boards of many academic journals. She holds honorary doctorates from the Institute of Social 
Studies in the Netherlands and the University of Antwerp in Belgium, and is a Fellow of the 
Indian Association for Agricultural Economics, a Member of the Accademia Nazionale dei 
Lincei (Rome), and an Officer of the Order of Agricultural Merit of the Government of France. 
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Bina Agarwal, vincitrice del Premio Balzan per i Gender Studies, ci mostra come un modello di ag-
ricoltura che ‘superi’ il modello dominante della fattoria “familiare”, possa trasformare le strutture stesse 
dell’agricoltura, aumentando la produttività della fattoria, migliorando il welfare degli agricoltori e la parità 
di genere. Il Premio Balzan alla lunga ricerca portata avanti da Agarwal (molti dei quali risultati erano 
stati già presentati alla decima Annual Balzan Lecture) contribuirà a finanziare un progetto futuro inteso 
come estensione del presente lavoro. 


