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Andreas Metzner-Szigeth teaches sociology of culture and com-
munication at the Free University of Bozen-Bolzano. He studied 
social sciences, biology and philosophy and received his PhD in 
1991 with a thesis on social-ecological systems theory. In 2000 he 
obtained his habilitation with a project on interdisciplinary risk 
research and communication. Beside the achievements in his ex-
tensive academic career he has acquired proficiency in consulting 
activities and evaluation procedures as an entrepreneur and exec-
utive manager. Andreas held several Professorships and positions 
as Senior Researcher in various academic institutions, European 
research networks and international projects. He is particularly in-
terested in issues that affect the interplay between science, econo-
my, politics and the public.

La collana “Scientia atque Usus” promuove – attraverso pub-
blicazioni orientate alle più avanzate forme di multidiscipli-
narietà, interdisciplinarietà e transdisciplinarietà  – ricerche 
che, ridefinendo la relazione tra cultura della complessità e 
della sostenibilità in termini di totale interdipendenza, adot-
tino un paradigma comunicativo progettualmente “genera-
tivo” di nuove relazioni fra mondo della ricerca e vita quo-
tidiana, e di interazioni inedite fra settori tecnico-scientifici 
tradizionalmente separati.
Una modalità nuova di comunicazione (in tutte le sue decli-
nazioni, dalla formazione all’organizzazione, dal marketing 
territoriale al community building) che, andando oltre la con-
solidata tendenza alla promozione di prodotto top-down, ri-
lanci con decisione la centralità dei contenuti in ogni azione 
comunicativa.
La collana si basa sul principio di assoluta e continua com-
presenza di ricerca e di applicazione, fra bisogni – percepiti 
e non – e risposte da parte degli esperti. Una compresenza 
di Scientia e di Usus il cui bilanciamento varia a seconda dei 
contesti.
In questa prospettiva, la collana si articola in due serie:

• nella serie rossa – Scientia – predomina la ricerca di base; 
• nella serie verde – Usus – prevale la ricerca applicata.

Per vocazione progettuale la collana è orientata a costruire 
una comunità internazionale e, con questo obiettivo, pubbli-
ca volumi in varie lingue.
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The dynamics of images, imaginar-
ies and imagination play a crucial
role – in academic as well as in pub-
lic discourses! What kind of essen-
tial relations exist between different
expressive forms and patterns of
thought? How can we understand
the principles determining the ways
in which their dynamics take effect –
in the practice of scientists and en-
gineers, and at their interfaces with
politics, economy, culture and the

public? Which options do we have to make good use of  our insights?
Despite of the diversity of topics – treated with either more interest in theoreti-
cal ref lections, programmatic considerations or practice-oriented descriptions – all
contributions to this volume share a common interest: to raise our awareness and
understanding of  the generative capacities of  these processes.
Exploring this prolific interplay is of utmost importance for expanding our ability
to identify emerging opportunities, to create future perspectives, and to assess the
societal consequences of scientific and technological developments. This expansion
is indispensable if we really want to be clear about our preferences whilst shaping
the ongoing stream of  inventions and innovations according to our values.
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