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OLIVIER-THOMAS VENARD

L'ESSENTIEL DU KÉRYGME

This essay first attempts to determine the meanings of the word «kerygma» and the issues
surrounding its use. In itself, «kerygma» already designates an essential: to question today the
«essence of the kerygma» is to admit that it has been encumbered, disfigured, even denatured,
and this will be the object of our second moment. In Europe and in the globalized world, the
transmission of the «kerygma» has been in crisis for at least three centuries: «The Gospel has
passed away» exclaimed Arthur Rimbaud in 1873, and he had several good reasons for
believing this, reasons that the past century has continued to amplify. His exclamation on the
alleged obsolescence of the Gospel began with an «alas», suggesting how much its loss was
that of something essential. What makes the kerygma stronger than the passing of time is the
essence of the «kerygma», and our third part will attempt to bring it to light, by listening to
some witnesses, believers or not.



GIULIO MALAVASI

IL CONTESTO STORICO TEOLOGICO DELLE DEFINITIONES UT
DICITUR CAELESTII

The present article analyses the historical and theological context of Caelestius’ Definitiones, a
short Pelagian booklet countered by Augustine in De perfectione iustitiae hominis. The work
is divided into two main sections: in the first one, several theological reasonings aim to show
the possibility for human beings to live a sinless life, while the second one consists of a
florilegium of Scriptural quotations. Through a comparison with a relevant number of literary
sources produced during the Pelagian controversy, the points of contact and unique features
of the Definitiones will be highlighted.



FRANCESCO LUCIOLI

«MA AL FIN IN NIENTE SI RISOLVERÀ / E LA ROMANA CHIESA
RESTERÀ». DI UNA VERSIONE CENSURATA DEL SOGNO DIL

CARAVIA

The Sogno dil Caravia is a vision in octaves published by the Venetian jeweler and poet
Alessandro Caravia in 1541. In his text Caravia discusses, in a facetious way, issues at the
center of the coeval religious debate and their moral, social, and political implications. A
censored version of the poem is included in a collection of moralities entitled Versi morali et
sententiosi di Dante, del Petrarca, di M. Lodovico Ariosto et de molti altri autori, per utilità
comune insieme raccolti, perché in essi si può imparare molte cose utili et virtuose, published
by the Venetian printing press Al segno della Speranza in 1554. By both removing some verses
or (groups) of octaves and rewriting one or more endecasyllables, those who republish the
text included in the collection of Versi morali offer an early and interesting example of
expurgation and moralization of Caravia’s poem. The essay aims to reconstruct the strategies
adopted to censor the Sogno dil Caravia and the religious and moral reasons behind this
initiative.
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